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Frangaise, for his cook and his mattre d'hotel were tw«
worthy French renegades. The person who most attracted
me was a fine-looking man about sixty, who wore on his
face an expression of wisdom and gentleness. Monsieur de
Bonneval told me he was a rich and distinguished philos-
opher, renowned for integrity of conduct, purity of morals,
and devotion to religion. He advised me to cultivate his
acquaintance, should I have a chance of doing so. Later in
the evening he presented me to this personage, whom he
addressed as Josouff Ali, and who asked me many questions
about my past and future life, and above all, why I had
abandoned the peaceful condition of an ecclesiastic to take
up the unsettled calling of a soldier.
He invited me to his palace, where I passed two hours
admiring his flowers. His gardener was a Neapolitan sailo^
who had been for thirty years a slave in JosoufFs service.
In five or six weeks I became exceedingly intimate with
the noble Turk, and we discussed many points of religion
and morals together. He asked me one day if I was married,
and on my answering no, and adding that I fancied I should
never feel called upon to contract this tie, he led the con-
versation to the subject of chastity, which, according to him,
was far from being a virtue; on the contrary, he maintained
that it must be most offensive to God, as it violates the first
percept He gave to man.
CI have,3 he said, ctwo sons and a daughter; the sons
have already received their share of my fortune, the rest
will go to my daughter, who is now fifteen. Her name is
Zelmi, she has beautiful black eyes, like her mother's, black
hair, and a skin like alabaster. She is tall and well made,
, speaks Greek and Italian, sings and accompanies herself on
the harp. There is no man in the world who can boast of
having seen her face. This girl is a treasure, and I offer he*
to you, but you must first live for a year at Adrianople
with one of my relations, where you will learn our lan-
guage and religion and our manners. As soon as you can
declare yourself a Mussulman, my daughter shall be yours.

